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SACERDOTALISM AND ATHEISM 


THE CRISIS in the world today is being made to center around the oppos- 

ing forces of sacerdotalism and atheism—between the priesthood of the 
“Roman Catholic Church and the leaders of Communist Russia. Religion is 
becoming more and more identified with the hierocracy of the Vatican; atheism 
‘with the rulers of the Kremlin. Between the two is the middle ground whereon 
‘stands the vast multitude anxious, but seemingly helpless, to preserve the 
free-religious and democratic way of life. 


Despite the numerical superiority of this multitude that stands between, 
there is danger of its complete envelopment by one or the other of these two 
‘conflicting forces. Roman Catholicism, self-styled sole champion of God, loud- 
ly proclaims that the only religion that can last is that administered exclusively 
by its priesthood. Communism accepts this challenge and, identifying all 
‘teligion with the corrupt Church of Rome, is determined to obliterate it and 
set up in its stead its own materialistic regime of industrial mono-democracy 
as the only antidote to sacerdotal rule. 


A double tragedy is thus being enacted: not only is Roman priest-rule 
“becoming dominant in the Protestant-democratic countries of the West, but this 
‘very fact itself is bringing into greater focus the opposing power from the East 
‘that, as a result, sees no other means of protecting itself but the liquidation 
‘of all religion. A Godless, materialistic industrialism stands arrayed against 
ithe crafty sacerdotalism of the Roman hierarchy falsely masquerading under 
‘the guise of Christ. 


Yet, there is no real dilemma here. These two forces are ready to battle 

othe death above the heads of the multitude. But there is still the multitude 

ich has the means of victory over both of them. If only this multitude 

speak out and act; if these millions will only gather around the banner 

‘of the Cross of Christ and not only proclaim but also demonstrate the power of 

His Gospel, there need be no fear of annihilation from either atheism or sacer- 
dotalism. If God be for us, who can be against us! 





RITAIN remains the keystone in 

the arch uniting the Protestants 
of the English-speaking world — 
stretching through the United States 
and Canada on the one side, and 
through Australia, New Zealand and 
South Africa on the other. All these 
countries are largely indebted to her 
for the heritage of their Protestant 
faith which has been the foundation 
of their greatness. 

From this vantage point I can see 
the opposing forces of the Roman 
Catholic ‘Axis’ stretching from Rome 
through Spain and Portugal to South 
America where it outflanks the United 
States and makes contact with French 
Canada. My tour, just ended, of the 
principal cities of the British Isles has 
convinced me that the Protestants of 
Great Britain can be depended upon 
to guard well and hold fast to their 
Protestant faith. They must. For 
their whole destiny—social, economic 
and spiritual—is bound up irrevoca- 
bly with it. 

On this tour I was privileged to 
speak to a total of thirteen large au- 
diences in widely-spaced centers of 
England, Scotland and North Ireland. 
One meeting was missed because of 
delay in my arrival in London by the 
grounding of the “Queen Elizabeth” 
for two days on a sand bank outside 
Southampton. Following are _ the 
principle cities where our meetings 
were held: 


EDINBURGH: This picturesque, 
storied city of Scotland is redolent 
with memories of the intrepid priest- 
reformer John Knox, and the house 
where he lived, Hollyrood Palace and 
Edinburgh Castle are objects of great 
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historical interest to a former — of 
the Church of Rome. Our meeting, 
presided over by Prof. A. M. Ren- 
wick, was held in the great Assembly 
Hall of the Church of Scotland, which 
was tightly filled with an audience of 
close to 2,000 people for the occasion. 
GLASGOW: Next evening about 
1,500 came to hear us at the Christian 
Institute in this second largest city of 
the British Isles and exhibited their 
staunch Scottish Protestant enthu- 
siasm. Rev. W. J. Baxter, president 
of the Scottish Reformation Society, 
was chairman of the meeting. 
LONDON: Westminister Chapel— 
the church of the late Dr. Campbell 
Morgan — was chosen for our two 
London meetings on April 22, in the 
afternoon and evening. There were. 
large audiences at both meetings in 


John Knox’s Hovse, 
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The only Pre- Reformation Dwelling-House 
- « Edinburgh now preserving its original 
architectural features. 
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this historic and beautifully appointed 
church. I also had occasion to ad- 
dress a meeting at Kensit Memorial 
College at Finchley on Sunday, 
April 20. 


BELFAST: Ulster is as earnestly 
Protestant as ever, and the meeting at 
the Ulste: Hall on April 24 exceeded 
all others n numbers and enthusiasm. 
A capacity crowd of about 2,500 
packed the hall and about 50/) more 
had to be turned awav. Chairman of 
the meeting was Se..ator (of the Ulster 
Parliament) W. M. Wilton. 


LIVERPOOL: Nearly 25% of all 
Roman Catholic; in England are cen- 
tered in and n ar the port city of 
Liverpool, and the Protestants there 
have an able leader in the Rev. H. C. 
Longbottom, pastor of the City Tem- 
ple and alderman and member of the 


City Council. Three meetings were 
held in his church on Saturday and 
Sunday, April 26 and 27. 


BOURNEMOUTH: Our _ first 
meeting in the South of England was 
at Bournemouth, famous watering 
place west of Southampton. A capa- 
city audience of about 2,000 filled the 
Town Hall to hear us. 


BRIGHTON: We motored the 120 
miles along the coast next day and 
held our last meetings of the tour at 
Brighton in the afternoon and evening 
in the Pavilion of the Oriental Palace 
built by King George IV. The same 
spirit of intense Protestant enthusi- 
asm greeted us here as elsewhere in 
Britain. 


Except at Liverpool, I was accom- 
panied all the way by Mr. John A. 
Kensit who also spoke at all meetings. 
The tour was sponsored by Mr. Ken- 
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Your Editor, Leo H. Lehmann, leaving 
New York on the “Queen Elizabeth.” 


sit’s Protestant Truth Society, whose 
Wickliffe Preachers keep alive the 
Evangelical spirit of the Protestant 
Reformers all over the British Isles. 


It is my hope that my visit here 
will further cement the bond of unity 
that has always existed between the 
Protestants of Britain and America. 
Britain has given much to America in 
the past, and still offers an heroic ex- 
ample of Christian courage and gal- 
lantry against almost overwhelming 
odds. Protestant American has also 
much to offer Britian. Together they 
can help to stem the tide of Roman 
sacerdotalism that threatens to over- 
whelm us on one side, and atheistic 
communism on the other. 
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PROTESTANTS IN FRENCH CANADA 


ACCORDING to J. E. Boucher, in 
an article in the United Church 
Observer of Canada, there were over 
fifty French Protestant churches and 
mission stations in Quebec forty years 
ago. They were to be found in the 
lower St. Lawrence on both sides of 
the River, in the Lake St. John dis- 
trict, in the Eastern Townships, in the 
Laurentians, along the Ottawa and 
Gatineau Valleys, along the Richelieu, 
and in the cities of Quebec and Mon- 
treal. In Montreal alone, there were 
thirteen Churches; the Anglicans had 
one, the Baptists three, the Metho- 
dists two, the Presbyterians six, and 
the Salvation Army one. There were 
also four boarding schools: the Feller 
Institute, at Grande Ligne, supported 
by the Baptists, the French Metho- 
dist Institute on Green Avenue, in 
Montreal, the Anglican Sabrevois 
school, on Chatam Street, in Montreal, 
and the Presbyterian Evangelical Ins- 
titute at Point-aux-Trembles. In ad- 
dition to these, reports M. Boucher, 
there were school homes and day 
schools, maintained by the Boards of 
Home Mission of each denomination. 
Forty years ago there were forty- 
five French ministers and evangelists, 
not counting the students who went 
out to mission fields in the summer 
months, engaged in French evangeli- 
zation. There were eight French stu- 
dents in the Presbyterian college in 
Montreal, all candidates for the min- 
istry. There was then a religious li- 
brary, in charge of an evangelist, dis- 
tributing literature. 

At the last census, he continues, 
78,000 declared themselves French 
Protestants in Canada. Some of them 
came from France, Switzerland and 
Belgium, but the vast majority are 


descendants of converts from Roman 
Catholicism, and these converts have 
been won over since this religious 
movement began in 1836. This move- 
ment has not only added many mem- 
bers to the Protestant churches, but 
created good citizens, men and women 
with a keen sense of responsibility to 
themselves, to the Church and to the 
country. During the war, hundreds 
of young men in Quebec fled to the 
woods when they should have joined 
the ranks. It is to the glory of French 
Protestantism, that only a few Pro- 
testants were guilty of desertion. All 
the others, sometimes three in the 
same family, enlisted voluntarily and 
served loyally in Canada, in the Brit- 
ish Isles and on the continent. “They 
understood their duty better, and were 
not as anti-British and anti-Canadian 
as their compatriots,’ M. Boucher 
holds, “because they lived in a differ- 
ent atmosphere, because their evan- 
gelical training inspired them with 
the ideals of Christian citizenship.” 
What are the facts today? Here is 
the report in M. Boucher’s words: 
“Instead of fifty churches and mission 
fields, we have about twenty, and this 
number comprises the new Pentecos- 
tal causes. Instead of forty ministers 
and five evangelists, there are only 
twenty-seven. There are no theolo- 
gical students, instead of eight. In- 
stead of four school homes, there is 
only one. Instead of one literature 
depot, there is none today. Instead 
of spending nearly $100,000 a year 
on French Evangelization, the four 
major denominations spent last year 
not much more than twenty-five thou- 
sand dollars. Instead of the enthus- 
iasm, so manifest forty years ago, re- 
garding work among the French, there 
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is today an indifference and, some- 
times, opposition on the part of church 
members, who tell us that the Pro- 
testants have no message for the 
French Canadians, and that they 
should be left alone. For quite a 
while they have been left alone. Not 
much has been done during the last 
twenty-five years to spread among 
them the ideals of Evangelical Chris- 
tianity. Protestants have pursued a 
policy of appeasement, and now we 
have a problem on our hands, a pro- 


blem which is not only religious, . 


but racial. We have left them alone,” 
M. Boucher concludes, “but they 
are not leaving us alone today, and 
if nothing is done, Protestants will find 
themselves in a critical situation.” 


4 4 4 


BETTER TRUST THE LORD 


Above is picture of a ‘St. Anthony medal’ 
that did not save William Holcapfel, a waiter 
at the U. of San Francisco. These medals, 
worn as a talisman by Catholics on the chest 
suspended by a chain around the neck, are 
supposed to ward off all danger. In this 


case, which happened on the university 


campus last December 21, the bullet pierced 
the medal and killed the wearer. 
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MIXED MARRIAGES by L. H. Lehmann, 
15¢, 
The standard treatise on this sub- 
ject, including a photographic copy 
of the official Catholic Pre-Nuptial 
Contracts. This pamphlet has been 
directly instrumental in the prevention 
of many mixed marriages. 

HOW THE CATHOLIC CHURCH HELPED 
HITLER TO POWER, 15c. 
An excellent pamphlet to hand on to 
those who think that Catholicism is 
“sust another religion.” 

HOW THE PAPACY CAME TO POWER 
by L. H. Lehmann, 15c. 
The Romanization of the Christian 
Church; pagan origin of Catholic cus- 
toms. 

THE GIFT OF SALVATION by Father 
Charles Chiniquy, 10c. 
The personal testimony of the famous 
friend of Abraham Lincoln and author 
of “Fifty Years in the Church of 
Rome.” 


FATHER CHINIQUY: HIS LIFE AND 
SERVICES, 16c. 


A short summary of Father Chiniquy’s 
two famous books, “Fifty Years in the 
Church of Rome” and “Forty Years 
in the Church of Christ,” with a fore- 
word by L. H. Lehmann. 


IS ROMANISM IN THE BIBLE? by Stephen 
L. Testa, 15c. 
One Hundred Questions that Roman 
Catholics cannot answer. Essential for 
every Protestant who comes into con- 
tact with Catholics. 


FROM MONASTERY TO CHRIST, 10c. 


THE CONVERSION OF ROMAN CATH- 
OLICS, 10c. 


= ALL EIGHT PAMPHLETS 
FOR ONE DOLLAR 
Order from: 
Agora Publishing Company, 
Dept. 616 CU 
120 Liberty Street, New York 6, N. Y. 
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APOSTLES OF REFORM 


I—JOHN WYCLIF 
By W. J. REDMOND 


OHN WYCLIF, the “converted 

priest” who is called the “Morn- 
ing Star of the Reformation,” is best 
known as the zealous evangelist who 
sent out his “Poor Preachers” to 
bring the Bible to the people in their 
own language. 

The motivating cause that led him 
to this was his discovery of the twin 
evils corrupting the Church at every 
level: papal benefices and endowed 
monasteries, both of which engender- 
ed religious stagnation and vice. As 
he reminds us in his “De Ecclesia” 
(1379): “When men speak of Holy 
Church they understand thereby pre- 
lates and priests, monks and canons 
and friars and all men that have ton- 
sures, though they live never so curs- 
edly against God’s law, and call not 
nor hold secular men to be of Holy 
Church, though they live never so 
truly after God’s law and end in per- 
fect charity.” In his day the com- 
mon people were the neglected sheep 
who needed good shepherds to re- 
place the many hirelings—good shep- 
herds who would lead them to the 
green pastures of Evangelical Chris- 
tianity. 

The history of Roman clericalism 
is the history of politics in religion. 
Whether viewed as the struggle of in- 
dividual ecclesiastics for wealth and 
power, or the interference of Church 
authorities in secular affairs, the story 
is a sordid one. 

John Wyclif, the subject of this 
brief monograph, was born in an age 
when the evils of clericalism were 
most apparent. It was the fourteenth 
century that produced the Great 
Schism, when a Pope in Rome and 


one in Avignon hurled anathemas at 
each other. Western Christendom 
was a “house divided” long before 
Martin Luther nailed his theses on 
the doors of the church at Witten- 
berg. 

John Wyclif was ten years old at 
the outbreak of the Hundred Years’ 
War (1338-1453). He was twenty 
and a student at Oxford when the 
Black Death (1333-1382), which had 
broken out in China and had swept 
over two continents, finally reached 
England, leaving a toll of some 
75,000,000 horrible deaths in its 
wake. 

He was twenty-five when his father 
died, thus making John, Lord of the 
Manor of Wyclif. That was in 1353. 
In 1358 he was elected master of 
Balliol Hall in Oxford. We have no 
intention of discussing the merits of 
either side in the many scholastic 
controversies in which Wyclif en- 
gaged during his residence at the uni- 
versity. He soon earned for himself, 
at home and abroad, the title of 
‘heretic.’ 

In 1372 Wyclif entered the service 
of the Crown. During the previous 
ten years he had sought “livings” for 
himself, a practice he was later to 
condemn. Now, as a priest and with 
the customary advantage of a DD, 
he pressed his claim to a prebend 
(benefice) in Lincoln which Pope 
Gregory XI had promised him. Did 
Wyclif throw in his lot with the 
Crown because the Pope had disap- 
pointed him? As Wyclif himself con- 
fided in 1377: “The pope gave to me 
a prebend in the church of Lincoln, 
but afterwards, care being taken to 
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collect the first fruits of £45, bestow- - 


ed the same prebend on a young man 
from across the seas.” 

In this simple statement we find a 
clear reference to the abuses inherent 
in the whole vicious system of bene- 
fices. Wyclif calculated that about 
£100,000 a year was being drained 
out of England by papal manipula- 
tion. This was a tremendous sum in 
those days, and angered patriotic 
Englishmen whose country was at 
war with France. 

Added to the sums drained out of 
the country by benefices were the ac- 
cumulations of wealth represented by 
monastic endowments. In a popu- 
lation of 2,500,000 there were 31,000 
clergymen, both regular and secular, 
or one cleric for every eighty lay per- 
sons. With the clergy constantly seek- 
ing exemptions in the name of re- 
ligion, the King and Parliament were 
hard pressed for revenue to prosecute 
the war. 


It is not surprising that Wyclif 
from a variety of motives, upon 
which we need not speculate, threw 
in his lot with the secular power 
against the papacy. If he ever ex- 
pected that same secular power to 
support him in his efforts to reform 
the Church, he was doomed to dis- 
appointment. Not even his patron 
John of Gaunt, uncle of King Edward 
III, stood by him in the time of his 
greatest need. The fortunes of the 
“vested interests” were too inter- 
twined to permit their risking every- 
thing in defense of a dreamer of re- 
ligious reform. 

The Great Schism of 1378, follow- 
ing the death of Pope Gregory XI, 
caused Wyclif’s final breach with the 
papacy, though he never left “the 
Church” as then constituted. He was 
now more than ever convinced of the 
righteousness of his crusade for a re- 
turn of the Church to its primitive 
simplicity and truth, based on the 





Wyclif sending out his “poor preachers” to bring the Bible to the people of England 
in their own language. 


XUM 





172 


Bible alone as the rule of faith and 
conduct for every Christian. 


That Wyclif possessed intense mor- 
al earnestness, fearless courage, and 
an indomitable will, none will deny. 
That he was too much the idealist in 
a corrupt age is beyond doubt. On 
the ‘other hand, the substitution of 
one extreme for another is not sound 
reform. His Erastian substitution of 
State supremacy for Church suprem- 
acy only led eventually to the whole- 
sale confiscation of church property 
to feed the insatiable greed of lords 
and others who fawned upon the 
king. 


In 1374, King Edward III had 
granted Wyclif the rectory of Lutter- 
worth in Leicestershire. Ten years 
later the great reformer died there in 
the presence of John Purvey, his 
scholarly secretary, and of John 
Horn, his twenty-three-year-old cur- 
ate. The latter offered the following 
testimony under oath in 1441, fifty- 
seven years after the event: “On the 
day of the Holy Innocents [Decem- 
ber 28], as Wyclif was hearing mass 
in his church at Lutterworth, at the 
time of the elevation of the host, he 
fell down, smitten by a severe paraly- 
sis, especially in the tongue, so that 
neither then nor afterwards could he 
speak.” He died three days later. 


But the Roman Church would not 
let the mortal remains of Wyclif rest 
in peace. On May 4, 1415, a com- 
mittee of four at the Council of Con- 
stance brought in a report condemn- 
ing Wyclif on 260 counts. His writ- 
ings were ordered to be burned and 
“his bones to be dug up and cast out 
of the consecrated ground, provided 
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they could be identified from those 
of Christians buried near.” The re- 
sponsibility of carrying out the de- 
cree of the Council rested with his 
former associate, Philip Repingdon, 
who had abjured his “heresies” in 
1382, and had risen to be Bishop of 
Lincoln. 


Finally, Pope Martin V command- 
ed Repingdon’s successor, Bishop 
Fleming, “to proceed in person to the 
place where John Wyclif is buried, 
cause his body and bones to be ex- 
humed, cast far from ecclesiastical 
burial and publicly burned, and his 
ashes to be so disposed of that no 
trace of him shall be seen again.” 
The orders were carried out to the 
letter. His ashes were cast into the 
River Swift during the spring of 1428. 


By scattering the ashes of its 
“heretical” priests over the waters of 
a river, the Roman Catholic Church 
hoped to destroy even the memory of 
what they had taught and done. But, 
as in Wyclif’s case, this has only pre- 
served the memory of John Wycelif 
who will be known to all generations 
as the “Morning Star of the Reforma- 
tion.” 


A fitting epitaph for John Wyclif 
would be the words of the English 
historian Fuller: “Thus this brook 
hath conveyed his ashes into the 
Avon, Avon into the Severn, Severn \ 
into the narrow seas, they into the 
main ocean. And thus the ashes of 
Wyclif are the emblem of his doctrine, 
which now is dispersed all the world 
over.” 
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ARE IN POSSESSION of a 
confidential document address- 
ed by Cardinal Juan Gualberto Gue- 
vara, Archbishop and Primate of 
Peru, to the Minister of Government 
and Police demanding suppression of 
Protestant worship and propaganda 
in that country, and which condemns 
“Protestantism, like Communism, . 
as a danger not only !o the Church 
but also to the State.’ ‘This docu- 
ment, signed by the Cardinal in the 
name of all the Roman Catholic arch- 
bishops and bishops of Peru, was in 
turn sent, under date of November 
6, 1946, by Circular No. 227 to the 
prefects of all the departments of 
government. As a result it has led 
to the confiscation of Scriptures by 
the police and the suppression of 
their sale in certain parts of the coun- 
try, as well as disturbance of Pro- 
testant meetings. 
| Cardinal Guevara’s demands would 
obliterate the freedoms allowed Pro- 
testants in Peru as set forth in its 
Constitution. Before quoting the de- 
mands of the Cardinal, it is well to 


























clif | list those freedoms from the Consti- 
lish | tution of Peru. They are said to be 
yok | in accord with the peaceful and toler- 
the | ant character of the Peruvian people, 






| who have never indulged in religious 
persecution unless urged thereto by 
their priests. Here is what the Con- 
stitution declares: 

Art. 24—No one is obliged to do what 
the law does not require or prevented from 
doing what the law does not forbid. 

Art. 59—Liberty of conscience and of be- 
lief is inviolable. No one will be persecuted 
on account of his ideas. 

Art. 62—Everybody has the right to meet 
peacefully and unarmed without disturbing 
the public order. The law will regulate the 
exercise of the right of meeting. 
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FREEDOM FOR PROTESTANTS 
ENDANGERED IN PERU 





Art 63—The State guarantees the liberty 
of the Press. Everybody has the right to 
express his ideas and opinions by means 
the printing press or any other means 
diffusion, subject to the responsibilities estab- 
lished by law. 


The document to the Minister of 
Police reads as follows: 


The Cardinal Primate, who signs 
this communication, and the Arch- 
bishops and Bishops of the Republic, 
who met-in this capital city (Lima) 
in Episcopai Conference for the study 
of the Christian life of the Peruvian 
people, take the liberty of exposing to 
you a grave danger which threatens 
the Church of our land. We refer to 
the infraction of Article 232 of our 
Political Constitution, which grants 
the official protection of the State to 
the Apostolic Roman Catholic Re- 
ligion, and the violation of the Su- 
preme Decree of January 4, 1945, 
which lays down regulations for non- 
Catholic worship and propaganda. 

Mr. Minister, the case is that in- 
our respective parishes, Protestant 
propaganda is constantly increasing. 
The so-called pastors of these sects 
exceed all permissible limits with 
their flagrant abuse of the privileges 
granted them. They preach with im- 
punity in the streets and plazas, 
where they distribute tracts and sell 
books of a marked anti-Catholic char- 
acter, celebrate synods, organize 
propaganda groups and broadcast 
over the radio. Because of our pas- 
toral concern and individual patriot- 
ism, Mr. Minister, we point out to 
you these grave illegal acts. 

Indeed this systematic and aggres- 
sive Protestant propaganda is a dan- 
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gerous attack, not only on the State- 
protected religion, but also on our 
country for two reasons: 


1. In attacking religious unity, 
Protestantism automatically and 
practically destroys the strongest tie 
uniting the Peruvian family. 


2. Hidden, subversive purposes 
have been brought to light — some 
Peruvian proselytes have attempted 
to become U. S. citizens. A proclam- 
ation which Mons. Valentin Ampuero, 
Bishop of Puno, sent to the Supreme 
Government proving this, is on file in 
the State archives. 


According to a communique of 
October 15, 1940, sent by the Min- 
ister of Foreign Relations and Wor- 
ship to several bishops, the Supreme 
Government is aware of the subver- 
sive activities of the Protestants and 
the anti-social propaganda of Pro- 
testant pastors, as reported by the 
Sanitary Authorities of Puno and 
Chachapoyas. 


Sectarian propaganda is obnoxious 
because it counteracts and destroys 
the missionary work of the Church 
and is equally insincere because if it 
were of a genuine evangelical nature, 
it would have commenced with its 
own people in North America, which 

“at the last census reported 70,000,000 
unchurched citizens. 
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Finally, Protestantism undermines 
the Good Neighbor Policy set forth 
by the late President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt. This is so evident that 
John M. White, a North American 
Protestant author, has condemned in 
his book, “Hurdles to the Good 
Neighbor Policy,” the un-called for 
Protestant propaganda in Latin 
America as obnoxious. 

From all this evidence, Mr. Min- 
ister, we have decided that Protes- 
tantism, like Communism, under- 
mines patriotism and is therefore a 
danger, both to the Church and State. 
Catholicism, on the other hand, has 
served the Peruvian people since the 
beginning of the Spanish civilization, 
endowing it with the Roman unity, 
and also contributing so effectively to 
Peruvian history that it may be with 
good reason affirmed that the entire 
country is built around the unity of 
Church and State. 

In view of the aforementioned facts, 
we request, Mr. Minister: 

1. that the Public propagation of 
Protestantism by speech and radio be 
forbidden in Peruvian territory; 

2. that the sale or distribution of 
Protestant books and tracts be for- 
bidden in public places; 


3. that your Ministry instruct the 


prefects and Police officers to insist on 
the faithful execution of the Supreme 
Decrees of January 4. 
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PERSECUTION OF PROTESTANTS 
IN BRAZIL 


E FOLLOWING account of a 
“reign of terror” against Protes- 
tants is taken from The Christian 
Century of last December 18, as re- 
ported by its correspondent in Cam- 
pina Grande, Paraiba, Brazil: 
Although the new constitution of 
Brazil guarantees “full religious lib- 
erty,” Evangelical churches in the 
little town of Pilar, near here, have 
recently gone through a reign of terror 
instigated by the local priest. The 
Pentecostal church was completely 
demolished, and the interior of the 


Baptist church, which was attached to - 


other buildings, has been ruined prac- 
tically beyond repair. All fixtures 
were torn out and supplies such as 
hymnals and Bibles burned. 
BIBLES BURNED 

The persecution began in June, 
when the local priest obtained from 
the mayor a decree that prevented the 
Baptists from buying a site for a pro- 
jected new building. In September, 
during the final meeting in a series of 
evangelistic services in the Baptist 
church, the priest led a procession 
past the building in an effort to dis- 
rupt the services. Stones were thrown 
and some of the congregation injured. 
The pastor complained to the state 
secretary of the interior, who has 
charge of police affairs. The secretary 
sent orders to the local mayor and the 
chief of police to prohibit any further 
persecution. Nevertheless, the cam- 
paign of abuse continued. In the 
public school, Protestant children 


were humiliated by ridicule and mock- 


ery. 

On the week-end of September 22, 
while the pastor was on a mission in 
the interior, Firmino Silva of the First 
Baptist Church in Joao Pessoa, the 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 








175 


state capital, arrived in Pilar to con- 
duct services. Noting the tenseness of 
the atmosphere and the threats of 
death which had been made to par- 
ishioners, he appealed to the police 
chief to protect the Protestants. The 
chief manifested indifference and 
pleaded that he was unable to halt the 
persecutions. The mayor requested 
an interview with Pastor Silva, at 
which the priest was present. At first 
the priest maintained that he had not 
incited Catholics to persecute the Pro- 
testants, but Pastor Silva got him to 
admit that the people obeyed him in 
all matters. Finally he said: “Yes, I 
commanded them to burn the gospels, 
and I will keep on commanding it 
every time you distribute them, for 
your Bible is false.’ However, he re- 
fused Pastor Silva’s challenge to com- 
pare the two Bibles. 
DESTRUCTION IS COMPLETE 

That night after the service Pro- 
testant worshippers were set upon by 
crowds of Catholics who mocked them 
and threw missiles at them. On Mon- 
day evening a mob of men and boys 
knocked down the walls of the Bap- 
tist and Pentecostal churches, then 
destroyed the pews, tables and pul- 
pits, stole money which had been 
locked up in table drawers, and burn- 
ed the Bibles, hymnals and other 
books. Members of the mob said 
openly that they were obeying the 
orders of the priest. The local police 
chief refused to answer the Protes- 
tants’ call for help. The next day the 
vandals stripped the buildings of all 
electrical wiring and other installa- 
tions and burned the broken furniture. 
In one of the churches, they conduct- 
ed a mock worship service. 

A week later a new police chief ar- 
rived with special forces to assist him 
in maintaining peace. The police offi- 
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cer who permitted the depredations 
was dismissed. But the congregations 
still have no equipment, and no build- 
ings in which to conduct their ser- 
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vices. And the ruins remain as a sym- 
bol of the Catholic version of “religi- 
ous liberty.” 


e'< <= 


THE MENACE OF U.S.-VATICAN 
RELATIONS 


A? LAST, the startling implications 

of the ‘Washington - Vatican 
Axis’ are being fully aired in the se- 
cular press, and the facts recorded for 
many years in THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC MAGAZINE are being given 
to the larger American public. The 


N. Y. Times recently has been gen- 
erous in devoting space to the facts 
of the matter that should have been 
made known a long time ago. 

The most remarkable summary to 
date is that published in the N. Y. 
Times of last February 8, signed by 


the editors of the following Protestant 
magazines: Christian Advocate, World 
Call, Missions, Christian Register, 
Christian Leader, The Churchman, 
Christian Century, and by Methodist 
Bishop Francis J. McConnell. Note- 
worthy in their factual presentation is 
the demand, not only for the recall of 
Myron C. Taylor as the President’s 
ambassador at the Vatican, but also 
of the Papal Delegate of the Vatican 
in Washington. Following is the full 
text of this important document: 


In our letter to the New York 
Times, published Dec. 28, we demand- 
ed the termination of any United 
States representation at the Vatican 
and the cancellation of the status of 
the Papal Delegate at Washington, 
D.C. 


In his answer, printed in the Times 
for Jan. 7, [Jesuit] Father John La- 
Farge, editor of the Roman Catholic 


magazine America, declared that the 
status of the Papal Delegate, “is pure- 
ly ecclesiastical” and, he adds, “any 
relations he has with our Government 
are purely incidental to such busi- 
ness.” 


Father LaFarge will not deny that 
the Apostolic Delegate represents the 
supreme authority of the Vatican 
ruler in his capacities both as “sov- 
ereign of a political state” and as head 
of the Roman Catholic Church. 


Church-State Separation 


In spite of the statements of Father 
LaFarge, the fact remains that the 
status of the Papal Delegate consti- 
tutes the same circumvention of our 
time-honored constitutional practice of 
separation of church and state as does 
that of Myron Taylor at the Vatican. 


The most alarming fact, however, 
lies in the blunt admission in letters 
to the Times that the Vatican main- 
tains “the best intelligence service in 
all the world.” Therefore, the argu- 
ment runs, the United States can 
benefit immensely from the papal in- 
telligence center, which “has the 
means of gathering information from 
all corners of the globe, not possessed 


by any other nation.” (See letter by - 


Leo Francis Stock, Roman Catholic 


‘layman, the New York Times, Dec. 


28, 1946.) 


Archbishop John H. Ryan of Omaha 
says that the benefits of our present 


| 
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quasi-diplomatic relations to the Vati- 
can are of “incalculable benefit to the 
United States.” It was Archbishop 
Ryan who stated in a revealing letter 
to the Times of May 12, 1940, that 
the Vatican maintains “in the far- 
flung outposts of the Roman Church 
* * * thousands of well-trained official 
and unofficial diplomats who are con- 
stantly reporting on even the slightest 
changes in public opinion in their re- 
spective territories.” In the same let- 
ter, Archbishop Ryan quoted approv- 
ingly another author, as follows: “The 
Vatican’s intelligence service is the 
best in the world. The intelligence 
officers are members of the Catholic 
clergy.” 

We Protestants are strongly op- 
posed to any intelligence service out- 
side the realm of pure military neces- 
sity. The whole situation calls for a 
thorough investigation by the new 
Congress. 

According to a dispatch in the New 
York Times of June 21, 1946, it was 
established that “Adolf Hitler was 
warned in August 1942, through 
sources originating in the Vatican, of 
the allies’ North African plans, ac- 
cording to evidence brought before 
the examining magistrates today in 
the case of Otto Abetz, former diplo- 
matic representative in France.” 
Statistics Questioned 

Archbishop Ryan stated that the 
opposition to the Taylor mission 
comes only from a “noisy minority” 
of Protestants. Father John LaFarge, 
by some strange treatment of statis- 
tical figures, comes to the conclusion 
that “the majority of the people of the 
United States are not Protestant.” He 
uses the figures of the 1936 census of 
religious bodies, which were, aceprd- 
ing to a statement in the Information 
Service of the Federal Council of 
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Churches, “very unsatisfactory.” Fa- 
ther La Farge quotes the 1936 census 
figures and declares that at that time 
there were 24,556,121 Catholics and 
Jews, against 21,251,245 in “other re- 
ligious groups,” which seems to prove 
that the Protestants are a minority 
in this country. 

The census of 1936 gave a wrong 
picture of church affiliations, because 
20 per cent of the Protestant minis- 
ters and clerks were unwilling to fill 
out the blanks. Also, the Catholic 
and Jewish bodies reported all souls, 
including those newly born, whereas 
Protestants registered only those over 
thirteen. 


According to the newest figures of 
the Yearbook of American Churches, 
1945, there are in the United States 
23,419,701 Roman Catholics; 4,641,- 
184 Jews; 41,943,104 Protestants and 
1,791,551 of “other religious bodies.” 
Not included in these figures are mil- 
lions of Protestants who belong to no 
registered sects or are unaffiliated. 

According to the Yearbook of 
Churches, there were 14,791 local 
Catholic churches against 212,336 
Protestant churches, not including 
thousands of churches and meeting 
places of smaller sects. No objective 
observer, therefore, will deny that the 
United States, by the strength of 
church affiliation, as well as by tradi- 
tion, is an overwhelmingly Protestant 
country. To call the Protestants a 
“noisy minority,” as Archbishop 
Ryan did, is a distortion of fact. 

We write because millions of Protes- 
tants are convinced that the political 
offensive of the Roman hierarchy has 
grown to such an alarming degree that 
the problem of separation of church 
and state and our relations to the 
Vatican has become one of the major 
issues in our American democracy. 





THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 


June, 1947 


THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN A 
DEMOCRACY * 


By L. H. LEHMANN 


[Some may think the following article too ‘academic.’ On the contrary, it is a 
factual explanation of the very practical question of how the Roman Catholic 
church in the United States obtains, and holds on to, its money, property and 


power. Read it and see for yourself.] 


ON-CATHOLICS may well 
N wonder how Roman Catholi- 

cism, an entirely totalitarian 
institution claiming the blind obedi- 
ence of more than 20,000,000 followers 
in the United States, manages to exist 
and prosper in this, the most demo- 
cratic country in the world. ‘‘Catholi- 
cism,’’ says Count Kalergi-Coudenove, 
ardent Roman Catholic of European 
aristocratic family (in his book, Cru- 
sade for Pan-Europe, p. 173), ‘‘is the 
Fascist form of Christianity. The 
Catholic hierarchy rests fully and se- 


curely on the leadership principle,with 
an infallible Pope in supreme com- 
mand for a life time.’’ 


There is no other institution in 
America like it. Catholics themselves 
do not know how it is done. 


Alone of all the religions in pre- 
Revolutionary America, Roman Ca- 
tholicism succeeded in resisting the 
democratic change that came about in 
the new-born Republic of the United 
States after the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. None. of the Protestant 
churches (even the established Church 
of England which previously had sus- 
tained British rule in the American 
colonies) had any great difficulty in 
coalescing with the new political order. 
All the churches of the three great 
divisions of Protestantism—Augsburg 
(Lutheran), Geneva (Presbyterian), 


* Reprint by permission of Agora Publish- 
ing Co., 120 Liberty St., New York 6, N. Y., 
from pamphlet of same title. Price 25c. 


and Canterbury (English churech)— 
had each previously asserted, with fury 
and even violence, its exclusive status 
in divine right. But they soon settled 
down to a cooperative existence in the 
new America, and based their continu- 
ed existence upon their common prin- 
ciple of complete religious tolerance. 
All of them developed their inherent 
democratic principles, repudiated hier- 
archical rule, rejected ecclesiastical in- 
fallibility and supremacy over the 
State, allowed the laity to participate 
in determining matters of faith, morals 4 
and discipline, eventually established 
liberty of conscience and freedom of 
worship as basic to their whole exist- 
ence, and, above all, placed their finan- 
cing in the hands of competent lay 
people of their congregations. 

The Roman Catholic church, on the 
other hand, continued without change 
as a completely authoritarian institu- 
tion in the United States, as well as an 
integral part of the world-wide insti- 
tution of the Papacy, with its inten- 
sive participation in the politics, law 
and government of every country in 
the world. 


AFTER 1776 


In 1776, the Roman Catholic church 
in America based its claim to existence 
on the same principle as was proclaim- 
ed by the late Pope Pius XI in his en- 
eyclical Ubi Arcano, in which he de- 
elared that the sacred sovereignty of 
the Pope, ‘‘must not be, nor must it 
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ever appear to be, subject to any hu- 
man authority or laws whatsoever.’’ * 
The same Pope Pius XI, in his ency- 
clical Quas Primas,? also declared: 
“The Church which was established by 
God as a perfect society, cannot but de- 
mand as her right, a right which she 
cannot renounce, full liberty and inde- 
pendence from the civil power.’’ 

And many times since the Republic 
of the United States was established, 
the Roman Catholic church has open- 
ly condemned democratic governments 
patterned after that of the United 
States, and called upon its followers to 
disown allegiance to them. Pope Pius 
X in 1906, for instance, in his ency- 
clical Vehementer Nos,* declared null 
and void the law of the Republic of 
France separating the church from the 
State. He likewise declared null and 
void a similar law in Portugal in his 
encyclical Jamdudum in Lusitania.* 
The constitution of the Republic of 
Mexico was condemned in like manner. 

Pope Leo XIII also made it very 
clear that it is a duty not only to dis- 
obey, but also to resist by violent means, 
all laws that are opposed to Catholic 
teaching. In his encyclical Sapientiae 
Christianae,® he says: 

“If the laws of the State are mani- 

festly at variance with the divine law, 

containing enactmenis hurtful to the 

Church or conveying injunctions ad- 

verse to the duty imposed by religion, 

or if they violate in the person of the 

Supreme Pontiff the authority of Jesus 

Christ, then truly, to resist becomes 

a positive duty, to obey, a crime.” 


1 The Encyclicals of Pius XI, James H. 
Ryan (St. Louis, Mo.; Herder), p. 44. Im- 
primatur of the Archbishop of St. Louis. 

2 Ibid., p. 153. 

3’ Pit X Pontificis Mazimi Acta, III 
(Rome: Vatican Polyglot Press, 1908), 24. 

4 Ibid., Vol. VI (1911). 

5 The Great Encyclical Letters of Pope 
Leo XIII, Rev. John J. Wynne, S. J. (New 
York; Benziger Bros.). Imprimatur of the 
Archbishop of New York, p. 114. 
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CANON LAW 100 


The fixed claim of the church of 
Rome to this divine status of existence, 
and of the superior positions of its in- 
stitutions to other forms of govern- 
ment, is concisely set forth in Canon 
100 of its Canon Law (Codex Juris Ca- 
nonict) as follows: 

‘The Catholic Church and the Holy 
See, by special divine ordination, 
have the character of a morat person. 
Other inferior moral persons in the 
Church derive their existence from 
it, either by actual legal specifica- 
tion or by special concession of com- 
petent ecclesiastical authority allow- 
ed by formal decree for a religious 
or charitable purpose.’’ 

This means that the Roman Papacy 
—the supreme government of the Cath- 
olic church—claims to possess a charter 
of incorporation that was written by 
Almighty God Himself in the courts of 
heaven, which was delivered on earth 
by Jesus Christ in person to Peter who, 
in turn, passed on the power to the 
bishops of Rome who came after him. 
It means that there can never be any 
democracy in the Roman Catholic 
church, either in its internal mode of 
operating as a religious institution, or 
in the relations of its dependent in- 
stitutions with the political and social 
affairs of any particular country in 
which they function. Although both 
the canon law above quoted and its in- 
terpretation involve much technical 
terminology, their practical application 
to the everyday life of America is sim- 
ple enough to understand—and very 
startling at that. 


LEGAL STATUS IN THE U. S. 
How the Roman Catholic church 
manages to function as a 100% author- 


itarian institution in the United States 
is fully explained in an official textbook 





180 


published in 1927 by the Catholic Uni- 
versity of America in Washington, D. 
C., under the title: The Canonical Jur- 
istic Personality, with Special Refer- 
ence to its Status in the United States 
of America.® Despite its forbidding ti- 
tle and legal subject matter, it all boils 
down to the very practical question of 
how the Roman Catholic church holds 
title to its vast wealth and properties; 
how it prevents its lay people from 
having any say-so in the management 
of its properties, or in its laws and 
teachings; how it can incorporate un- 
der democratic governments; and how, 
in general, the Roman Catholic church 
has been able to acquire so much power 
and influence in Protestant America. 
The author admits that very few peo- 
ple know anything about the corporate 
status of the Roman Catholic church 
in America, and how it obtained its 
temporal rights before the law. 

There are two things that, must first 
be clearly understood : 

The first is, that the Roman Catholic 
church claims a status of legal exist- 
ence that the democratic government 
of the United States can never admit, 
without completely overthrowing its 
own foundation of law and freedom. 
As the author quoted puts it: 

“The Catholic church occupies a posi- 

tion analogous to that of a sovereign 

State, being perfect, supreme and pos- 

sessing the right to have inferior cor- 

porate bodies for the accomplishment 

of her ends.” (p. 76) 

This is the claim contained in Canon 
Law 100 quoted above, and which as- 
serts that the Roman Papacy is a major 
legal personality which gives birth to 
and controls many other ‘‘minor’’ (un- 
der-age) corporate entities existing, 


6 By Brendan F. Brown, A.B., LLD., J. 
U.L., of the District of Columbia Bar, and 
member of the faculty of Civil Law of the 
Catholic University of Washington, D. C. 
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like it, independently of and superior to 
the government of every country. This 
‘‘major legal personality’? might be 
likened to a mother kangaroo carrying 
and independently caring for a lot of 
baby kangaroos in its pouch. As to the 
greater Catholic church and its ‘‘ baby” 
Catholic corporations — Catholic hos. 
pitals, orphanages, dioceses, churches, 
schools and colleges, ete—Brown says: 


“They are not created by public auth- 
ority, but by direct, divine ordinance 


- » » They have the nature or character 
of a legal person by direct, divine ord- 
inance.”’ 

The second thing that must be clear- 
ly understood is that the United States 
categorically denies this claim of the 
Roman Catholic church in its entirety. 
In the words of this Catholic author. 
ity: 

“In the United States, the Catholic 

church, as such, is not recognized asa 

juridical personality endowed with civil 
rights.” 

In the matter of ownership and ad- 
ministration of its church properties, | 
however, the United States allows cor- 
porate rights indirectly to the Catholic 
church, although it denies them direct- 
ly. More than fifty years ago the See- 
ond Plenary Council of Baltimore la- 
mented ‘“‘this refusal to recognize the 
[Catholic] church in her corporate ca- 
pacity, unless on the condition that, in | 
the matter of the tenure of ecclesiasti- 
cal property, she conform to the gen- 
eral laws providing for this object.’” 

In other words, the United States 
flatly denies the claim of the Roman 
Catholic church to be a legal person- 
ality in its own right, and refuses it ¢ 
permission to function unless it is in- 
corporated like non-religious corpora- 
tions by recourse to the proper statutes. 
Brown says, (p. 115) : 


? Tit. IX4ii. n. 275, as quoted in op. cit. 
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‘‘The United States Constitution 
does not recognize the divine institu- 
tion of the Catholic church, nor its 
legal authority to create corporations 
which can exercise civil rights irre- 
spective of the government. Hence in 
the United States vroper, the Cath- 
olic church is looked wpon merely as 
a hierarchy, not as a corporate en- 
tity. This same view is shared by the 
States.’’* 


Although the United States does not 
recognize the Roman Catholic church 
as an independent legal entity within 
the confines of this country, it does, 
however, recognize the Vatican as a 
sovereign power in international af- 
fairs, but de facto only, not de jure. It 
is not possible therefore for the Vati- 
can to have a papal nuncio in Wash- 
ington. The present ‘Apostolic Dele- 
gate’ there is sent only by the Pope 
to look after church matters in this 
country, and has no official position so 
far as the United States Government is 
concerned. 


Here then is the answer to the 
question why the Vatican welcomed 
the regimes of the Fascist dictators, 
and rushed to make solemn concor- 
dats with them after they came to 
power. 

Here also is the answer to the 
question why the Roman Catholic 
church has always officially opposed 
democratic and now, more so, com- 
munist, regimes. 


Truly democratic governments can- 
not admit the Catholic church to be a 


* An exception is made with regard to 
those territories, now a part of the United 
States, but formerly under Spanish do- 
minion. In the Treaty of Paris, the United 
States recognized the Roman Catholic 
church as an independent legal personality 
in Puerto Rico and the Philippines (also 
in Cuba), because that was its status there 
before. 
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divinely-chartered corporation, exist- 
ing and owning property by its own 
inherent right, and with superior pow- 
ers over the established government of 
the people. 


But Fascist regimes can and do ree- 
ognize the Catholic church’s claim to 
be an independent and perfect juridi- 
eal personality. Mussolini’s Italy, Hit- 
ler’s Germany, Franco’s Spain, Sala- 
zar’s Portugal recognized it in their 
concordats and agreements with the 
Vatican. The same is recognized by Ar. 
gentina’s Fascist regime, and by the 
dictatorial governments of other South- 
American countries.* 


Mussolini’s recognition of the Roman 
Catholic church as a ‘juridical person- 
ality’ in Fascist Italy, is contained in 
Article 29 of his Concordat with the 
Vatican. Likewise, in Hitler’s Concor- 
dat with the Vatican it is also almost 
identically set forth in Article 13, 
which says: 

“Catholic communities, parishes, dio 


ceses, episcopal sees, bishoprics, canon- 
ical chapters, holy orders and religious 


* See Marshall, Chas. C. The Historical 
Relation of Law and Religion, in its Amer- 
ican Aspect, published in the University of 
Chicago’s Journal of Religion, January, 
1933. (p. 35). 
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associations, as well as those institu- 
tions, charitable endowments and par- 
cels of church property which have 
been placed under the administration 
of Catholic church authorities, retain 
or acquire juridical personality in the 
State in accordance with the law of the 
land. They remain corporations as hith- 
erto in public law. Those newly estab- 
lished will come within the same legal 
provisions that govern all.” 


THE EXPEDIENT COMPROMISE 

How then is reconciliation made by 
the Roman Catholic church between its 
insistence, on the one hand, on acquir- 
ing and holding property in the United 
States without lay control, and, on the 
other, the need of conforming to Amer- 
ican democratic law that denies recog- 
nition to it as an independent, authori- 
tarian, legal entity? ‘“‘The law of the 
United States,’’ says Brown, ‘‘recog- 
nizes only those religious organizations 
which have been incorporated either by 
special charter or by compliance with 
the general incorporating statutes of 
the particular State.’’ 

The ultimate aim of the Catholic 
church in America is to bring about a 
change in our laws and Constitution 
whereby its corporate status would be 
recognized as set forth in its Canon 
Law. But in the meantime, ways and 
means have been found to obtain the 
best arrangement by which it can fune- 
tion as an autocratic institution in a 
democratic country. As Brown puts it: 


“The history of the canonical legal 
personality in the United States is 
the record of the [Catholic] church 
to reconcile its juridical scheme of 
corporate law with the regulations of 
the State in this matter, and to se- 
cure ecclesiastical holdings and prop- 
erties in the most effective and effi- 
cient manner by incorporating dif- 
ferently in the different States.’’ 
(pp. 41-2). 
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There are three ways in which the 
Roman Catholic church can incorpor- 
ate and hold property under American 
law. But all three are democratic ways 
and are a denial of the Catholic 
church’s high and mighty claim to 
exist by divine right and without any 
need to ask for and accept incorpora- 
tion from a people’s government. The 
three kinds of ecclesiastical corpora- 
tions are: the trustee corporation, the 
aggregate corporation and the corpor- 
ation sole. Not every State allows all 
three. Virginia and West Virginia, for 
example, refuse incorporation to all re- 
ligious institutions. In other States re- 
ligious institutions are permitted to in- 
corporate, but merely as business cor- 
porations. 


Now, there is one thing that the Ro- 
man Catholic church in America must 
avoid at all costs, and that is to allow 
its dioceses and institutions to incor- 
porate as regular business corporations. 
For this would mean to incorporate in 
such a way that would involve lay con- 
trol of them. The ‘‘aggregate corpor- 
ation’’ is also forbidden, for this would 
give the lay members of Roman Catho- 
lie parishes a vote in the management 
of properties and spending of funds. 
What suits the Catholic church best, 
so far, is the type of church corpora- 
tion provided by the State of New York, 
because it supplies sufficient safeguards 
to permit the Catholic church to fune- 
tion without interference of the lay 
people. Authorities in Rome were quick 
to see the benefits of the New York 
corporation, and on July 29, 1911, the 
Sacred Congregation of the Council 
(the ‘Inquisition’ Council) ordered all 
Catholic bishops in the United States 
to do everything possible to obtain like 
corporation laws in all the States. Here 
is what this Roman Council ordered: 
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‘*1. The most desirable method of 
holding title to and right of admin- 
istering such property is that known 
as the Parish Corporation with the 
safeguards and conditions recognized 
at present by the State of New York. 

This method is to be introduced at 

once wherever possible. 

““2. In some dioceses when the civil 

law precludes recognition of Parish 

Corporations in the ownership and 

administration of church property, 

the method hitherto in use in many 

dioceses of constituting the bishop a 

corporation sole is allowed, with the 

understanding that the Ordinary 

[bishop] act with the advice and, in 

an important matter, with the con- 

sent of the diocesan consultors. 

“3. The holding of diocesan proper- 

ty by ecclesiastics in fee simple ts 

abolished.”’ 

If the ‘‘aggregate’’ form of corpor- 
ation were permitted in Roman Cath- 
olic dioceses and parishes in the Uni- 
ted States, the directors (bishops and 
priests) would have to be elected by 
vote of the lay people, as is done, for 
instance, in Baptist and other Protes- 
tant congregations. What Rome fears 
most is that, in such a corporation, 
the sovereignty of the legal personality 
(which by Canon Law resides solely in 
the Pope and church in Rome) would 
descend to the people. To avoid this, 
Catholic church authorities in Rome in- 
sist upon absolute control remaining in 
the hands of agents or trustees, name- 
ly, the bishops and other ecclesiastical 
dignitaries appointed directly by Rome. 
This is allowable by the church incor- 
poration laws of New York State, and 
for this reason the Congregation of the 
Council in Rome ordered all bishops 
in the United States to secure like laws 
in all other States. For, by this meth- 
od, control can be exercized solely by 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 


June, 1947 


the hierarchy, without any reference to 
the wishes of the lay people, or of in- 
dividual priests. Brown says (p. 138): 

“If this feature were not present, it 
would be possible for the lay majority 
of a parish or congregation, no matter 
whether they continued to be Catholics 
or not, always to dictate the manage- 
ment and disposition of the corporate 
property. They would enjoy their power 
even though they became heretical or 
recusant.”’ 

In the last analysis, it is the Pope 
who owns all Roman Catholic church 
property and money in America and 
throughout the world. Canon Law 1518 
specifically says: ‘‘Romanus Pontifex 
est omnium bonorum ecclesiasticorum 
supremus administrator et dispensa- 
tor.’’ (‘The Roman Pontiff is the su- 
preme administrator and dispenser of 
all the church’s goods and properties.’’) 

Here is the reason why Roman Cath- 
olics as a group do not break away 
from their church. Not only would they 
be excommunicated as heretics, but 
their churches and schools which they 
have built and paid for would remain 
in the hands of the bishops. This would 
happen even if a priest and a majority 
of his congregation were converted to 
Protestantism. ‘‘The method provided 
the trustees,’’? says Brown, ‘‘imsures 
ecclesiastical control of the incorpor- 
ated parish.’’ 

In those States where the incorpor- 
ation of parishes that gives absolute 
control of property to the bishops does 
not exist, the bishop is instructed by 
Rome to become a ‘‘corporation sole.”’ 
This means that all property is held 
in the name of the bishop, who has to 
execute a will that on his death the 
property and funds will pass automati- 
cally to his successor in office. 

Lay control of Roman Catholic 
church property in the United States 
existed in some places during the early 
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to | part of the 19th century, but was abol- 
ished on orders from Rome in 1822. 
): In 1929, some parishes of Roman 
it @ Catholics of French descent in Rhode 
ity | Island objected to the use by the bish- 
er | op of funds for objects other than that 
for which they were collected from the 
re people. They brought the bishop into 
- the civil court, for which they were ex- 
or { communicated directly by the Vatican, 
were denied entrance into their church- 
pe es and deprived of the sacraments. The 
ch civil court was powerless to help them, 
id | since the Canon Law of the church of 
18 — Rome requires unquestioned obedience 
CL to the bishops, both in the handling of 
‘m money as well as in matters of belief 
a- and doctrine. These Catholic people 
u- could not become Protestants, since 
of | they knew of no other kind of religious 
’) teaching than that taught to them by 
h- their priests. They still wanted to have 
ry their children baptized as Roman Cath- 


ay olics, to have their marriages perform- 
ut ed by their priests, to have their priests 
2 forgive them their sins in confession 
in and to bury their dead. All their church 
ld properties and schools were in the pos- 
iy session of the bishop, and thus all the 
to comforts of religion were denied them 
d until they publicly repented and sub- 
08 mitted to the absolute control of their 
r- bishop, not only in spiritual matters, 
but also in the disposition of money 
P- and church property. 
e ONLY A GOOD ‘SUBSTITUTE’ 
a Yet, even this arrangement, which 
y guarantees absolute control of all 
d 
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church property to the hierarchy of the 
Catholic church in democratic Ameri- 
ca, is not entirely to the liking of the 
Catholic church authorities in Rome. 
Brown sums up his findings as follows: 
(p. 196) 


‘The recognition of the Catholic 
church’s right to function through 
purely canonical moral persons, es- 
tablished and existing independently 
of the civil authority, is the ideal 
arrangement and the plan to which 
Catholic theology can alone give un- 
qualified assent. Nevertheless, when 
such an arrangement becomes impos- 
sible, no better substitute can be pre- 
sented than the policy which has 
been worked out by the American 
people.”” 


oa 

There will thus be no relaxation of 
the efforts of the Roman Catholic 
church in America till it obtains this 
‘‘ideal arrangement to which Catholic 
theology can alone give unqualified as- 
sent.’’ If ever that time comes, then 
not only will Roman Catholicism as a 
major legal personality be recognized 
as existing by direct, divine ordinance 
and superior in power to the State, but 
control of its dependent, ‘‘minor’’ in- 
stitutions in the field of education, 
marriage, economics, law and all social 
matters, will be exclusive and supreme. 


The Constitution of the United States 
of America, as we know it today, will 
then have ceased to exist. 


nie 


an atheist 


c SPANISH CHRISTIAN MISSION 
S Rev. Zacarias P. Carles, B.A., L.Th., S.C.T. Founder and Director 
7 North American Headquarters 3 Hillsboro Avenue, Toronto 5, Canada. 
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VIRGIN OF FATIMA 

HE CATHOLIC CHURCH has 

pinned all its hopes for peace, and 
its vietory over Russia, on ‘‘Our Lady 
of Fatima,’’ who is supposed to have 
appeared to three Portuguese children 
on May 13, 1917, twenty-seven days 
after Lenin and Trotsky arrived in 
Russia to take command of the Soviet 
Revolution. A pamphlet recently put 
out by the Roman Catholic Church of 
St. John the Evangelist in Philadel- 
phia says: 

‘*Souls who spread the holy message 

of Fatima are peace-makers accord- 

ing to Our Lady’s own Immaculate 

Heart. They have accepted a reveal- 

ed peace plan. Its charter was writ- 

ten in Heaven, sanctioned by God, 
delivered by Mary and promulgated 
by the Holy Father [the Pope].’’ 

The principal prophecy of ‘Our 
Lady of Fatima,’ as recorded by this 
Catholic pamphlet, is as follows: 

“If my requests are heard, Russia will 

be converted and there will be peace. 

Otherwise great errors will be spread 

through the world, giving rise to wars 

and persecutions against the Church; 
the good will suffer martyrdom, and the 

Holy Father will have to suffer much; 

different nations will be destroyed; 

but, in the end my Immaculate Heart 
will triumph and an era of peace will 
be conceded to humanity.” 

Here is the story of the apparition 
of ‘Our Lady of Fatima’ as told by 
this pamphlet : 

Three children of Fatima, Portugal, 
were reciting their rosary as they tend- 
ed their parents’ sheep. It was May 13, 
1917. The children were Jacinta Marto, 
aged seven; Francisco Marto, her bro- 
ther, aged nine; and Lucia de Jesus 
dos Santos, their cousin, aged ten. As 
they were reciting their prayers they 
were startled by a flash of lightning 
out of a cloudless sky. In fear they 
turned to seek shelter, when a second 
flash caused them to turn to their right. 


There they saw standing, as it seemed 
upon a small oak tree, a Lady of in- 
comparable beauty. She was clothed in 
the purest white, but the mantle, cover- 
ing her head and flowing around her 
body, was richly edged with gold. A 
golden cord ending in tassels was about 
her, and her joined hands clutched a 
beautiful rosary reaching almost to her 
feet. 

Having assured the children that 
they had nothing to fear, Our Lady re- 
quested them to return to the same 
spot on the 13th of each month until 





OUR LADY OF FATIMA” 


. . . My Immaculate Heart will triumph 
and an era of peace will be conceded to 
humanity.” 
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eq | October, when a great miracle would 
in. | bappen. 

in The apparitions at Fatima continued 
er. Was Our Lady had promised. On each 
1er | cecasion the children were accompanied 

A | by an ever-increasing multitude from 
ut | the town and nearby countryside. Dur- 

a | ing these visits the Queen of Peace 
er | made several requests. Briefly they are 

these three: 

iat 1 We must pray our rosary often 
re- — and well, giving some thought to the 
me | mysteries themselves and their applica- 
til — tion to our own lives. 

2. We must make reparation partic- 
4 ularly in the reception of Holy Com- 
4 munion on the first Saturday of five 
a consecutive months. On these days we 
are to spend fifteen minutes meditating 
on the mysteries of the rosary. 

3. We must do penance. We must 
discipline ourselves according to a plan 
4 of Christlike living. 
< The wonderful happenings at Fati- 
ma were accompanied by prophecies 
from the lips of the Blessed Mother of 
God. To the three children were re- 
vealed future events, some of which are 
still to be realized. The apparitions 
took place during World War I. Our 
Lady predicted its end, but added: 
“. . if people do not cease to offend 
God, not much time will elapse, and 
precisely during tke next Pontificate, 
another and more terrible war will 
commence. ’’ 


At another time Our Lady of Fatima 
said: ‘‘When a night illumined by an 
unknown light is seen, know that it is 
a signal which God gives you that the 
chastisement of the world for its many 
transgressions is at hand through war, 
famine and persecution of the Church 
and of the Holy Father.’’ 

Lucia, the only living member of the 

Pare children, expressed her belief 
that this sign was the extraordinary ap- 
pearance of the Northern Lights on 

ph January 24-25, 1938, which was visible 
to all over Europe as well as in North 
America. This was the eve of the Span- 
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ish civil war,’ where the Church was 
severely persecuted, and the fore-run- 
ner of World War II. 

Our Lady of Fatima again prophe- 
sied that the whole worid and especial- 
ly Russia would be consecrated to her 
Immaculate Heart.? She further stated 
that : ‘Russia will be converted and an 
era of peace will be granted to human- 
ity.’’ 

When Our Lady appeared for the 
last time, on October 13, 1917, there 
was a real migration of nations to 
Fatima. By noon more than 70,000 per- 





1 This is incorrect. The Spanish civil war 
began on July 16, 1936, when Franco’s re- 
bellion broke out against the Spanish Re- 
public. 





2 This ‘prophecy’ was easily fulfilled—by 
Pope Pius XII, when he simply took it 
upon himself to consecrate the whole world 
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary in March 
1944. 


sons had gathered at the cove where 
Our Lady was accustomed to appear, 
Rain had fallen throughout the night 
and continued all morning. Shortly af. 
ter twelve o’clock, Lucia, the elder of 
the girls, exclaimed: ‘‘She is coming, 
kneel down.’’ Spontaneously the entire 
multitude obeyed. The heavenly visitor 
was not visible to them, and yet every- 
body seemed overpowered by her un- 
seen presence. To the children she re 
peated her requests for frequent daily 
recitation of the rosary and frequent re- 
ception of Holy Communion. She pron. 
ised special help at the hour of death to 
all those who shall honor her requests 
made at Fatima. She revealed that she 
is the Queen of the Holy Rosary. There 
appeared with her St. Joseph and the 
Infant Jesus. 


Suddenly the rain ceased, all cloth- 
ing was instantly dry, the clouds were 
hurled back and the sun appeared in 
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ere fall its brilliance. The little shepherd 
ar. | girl, imitating the gesture of the heav- 
ght benly Visitor, pointed to the sun and 
af. Mried : ‘‘Look at the sun!’ 

of f Suddenly the sun grew pale like a 
08; | glver disk. Then, revolving like a great 
al wheel, it began to emit shafts of light 


representing every color of the rain- 
TY- | bow which were reflected on the land- 


ul 1 sape below. For a moment it appeared 
Te 1 as though it were going to hurl itself 
ily upon the earth. After a few moments 
Te | the movement ceased, only to be re- 
m- | peated again a second and a third time. 
to | The multitude fell on their knees mak- 
- ing fervent acts of Faith and Contri- 

© | tion. This phenomenon of the sun at 
he Fatima was never registered in an as- 


tronomical observatory—a fact which 
shows that it was not natural. It was 
th- | attested to by both believers and unbe- 
lievers. Journalists representing the 
principal Portuguese papers and even 
people some miles away recorded for 
history the fact of this strange happen- 
ing. 
= once again we have the usual 
Roman Catholic practice of blotting 
out the power and mediatorship of 
Jesus Christ and attributing His pre- 
rogatives to the creature Mary. God is 
pictured in this ‘fairy tale’ as writing 
a charter of peace and salvation for 
men in heaven and delivering it on 
earth through Mary. It is her ‘‘ Immac- 
ulate Heart’’ that is taught will ‘‘tri- 
umph’’ over sin. Mary is prayed to by 
Roman Catholics as ‘‘our life,’’ ‘‘our 
hope.’”? Yet the Scripture assures us 
that Jesus is the only Saviour. He him- 
self definitely states: “‘I am the way, 
the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
« tothe Father but by me.’’—John 14:6. 
9 Thus also Peter in Acts 4:12: ‘‘ Neither 
is there salvation in any other: for 
there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must 
be saved.’’ 
The Pope officially endorses and en- 
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courages this perversion of Holy Scrip- 
ture. In order to make one of the 
‘*prophecies’’ of this supposed appari- 
tion appear true, he publicly conse- 
crates the whole world, whether it likes 
it or not, to this ‘‘Immaculate Heart 
of Mary.’’ He attributes the ‘‘bless- 
ings’’ that have come to Portugal un- 
der its Fascist dictator Salazar to this 
same ‘‘Lady of Fatima,’’ and on last 
February 13, he broadcast to the Por- 
tuguese people and assured them that 
it was she who kept Portugal neutral 
in the war. 

For a picture of the sad state of 
Portugal and its people under dictator 
Salazar and the protection of ‘‘Our 
Lady of Fatima,’’ see the article in 
THE CoNvERTED CaTHOLIC MaGazINnE 
for November, 1946: ‘‘Portugal—Ex- 
ample of a Catholic Country.’’ 
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ANSWERS 


By JOSEPH ZACCHELLO 





ACH MONTH, Mr. Zacchello, a 
former priest, answers objections 
made by Roman Catholics against the 
beliefs of Evangelical Christians. 
Scripture quotes are from the official 
Catholic version of the New Testa- 
ment. 


This month his answers concern: 


JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH 


Many believe that Roman Catholic 
doctrine is not against the fundamen- 
tal teachings of the Bible. Yet the 
Roman Catholic Church openly and 
officially anathematizes (curses) all 
Christians who believe the fundamen- 
tal teaching of the New Testament 
that we are justified by faith and not 
by works or merits, either our own or 
those of other human beings. 


The personal assurance to every be- 
liever of being saved by faith in Christ 
is called by the Roman Catechism a 
“sin of presumption,” a sin against 
the Holy Spirit, and I quote: 

“Q. Which are the six sins against 
the Holy Spirit? 

Cc IN Bis setasciieetnetedpeesicasieancios 
2. Presumption of being saved with- 
out merits, etc.” (Baltimore Cate- 
chism, Vol. 2). 

In the Council of Trent, the Pro- 
testant teaching of justification by 
faith is anathematized as follows: 

“If anyone says that by faith alone 

the sinner is justified, so that no 

cooperation is required on his part 
in order to obtain the grace of justi- 
fication, and that it is not neces- 
sary that he be prepared and dis- 
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posed by the movement of his own 

will; let him be accursed.” Can. IX, 

“If anyone says that men are justi- 

fied, either by the sole imputation 

of the justice of Christ or by the 
sole remission of sins, to the ex- 
clusion of the grace and charity 
which is poured forth in their hearts 
by the Holy Ghost and is inherent 
in them; or even that the grace, 
whereby we are justified, is solely 
the favor of God; let him be ac- 

cursed.” Can. XI. 

“If anyone says that justifying faith 

is nothing else but confidence in the 

divine mercy which remits sin for 

Christ’s sake; or that this confidence 

alone is that whereby we are justi- 

fied; let him be accursed.” Can. XH. 

“If anyone says that it is necessary 

for everyone, in order to obtain the 

remission of sins, that he believe for 
certain, and without any wavering 
arising from his own infirmity and 
indisposition, that his sins are for- 
given him; let him be accursed.” 

Can. XIII. 

“If anyone says that man is truly 

absolved from his sins and justified, 

because he assuredly believes him- 
self absolved and justified; or that 
no one is truly justified but he who 
believes himself justified; let him 

be accursed.” Can. XIV. 
ANSWER 

Here we have a religion which, pre- 
tending to be Christian and the only 
true and infallible Church of Christ, 
instead of spreading love and under- 
standing among the people, as Christ 
did, officially teaches that other Chris- 
tians are accursed because they follow 
the clear teaching about salvation as 
set forth in the New Testament in- 
stead of the decrees of Councils and 
Popes. 

The Council of Trent dared to de- 
clare at the begining of every impor- 
tant decree that it was “lawfully as- 
sembled in the Holy Spirit,” thus pre- 
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tending that all its decisions were 
prompted by the same Holy Spirit 
who moved holy men to write the 
Scriptures. The Council of Trent 
curses those who say that men are 
fully justified through Christ’s right- 
eousness; it curses those who say that 
confidence in the divine mercy that 
forgives sins for Christ’s sake is the 
only means by which we are justified; 
it curses those who assuredly believe 
themselves justified by faith alone. 

Thus the Bible, even the Roman 
version of the Bible, comes under the 
curse of the Church of Rome. For, 
in the Roman version of the Bible 
we read: “For we reckon that a 
man is justified by faith independent- 
ly of the works of the law” (Romans 
3: 28). “Having been justified 
therefore by faith, let us have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Rom. 5:1). “For by grace 
you have been saved through faith; 
and that not from yourselves, for it is 
the gift of God” (Eph. 2:8). “And 
they said, ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, 
and thou shalt be saved, and thy 
household’” (Acts 16:31). “But to 
him who does not work, but believes 
in him who justifies the impious, his 
faith is credited to him as justice. 
Thus David declares the blessedness 
of the man to whom God credits jus- 
tice without works” (Rom. 4:5,6). 
“And if out of grace, then not in vir- 
tue of works; otherwise grace is no 
longer grace’ (Rom. 11:6). (See 
also Gal. 3:11, 2 Tim. 1:9, Titus 
3:5, Luke 17:10, 1 Cor. 15:10, 2 
Cor. 3:5, John 3:16, Acts 13: 39, 
Gal. 2: 16, Phil. 3: 9). 

The Roman. Church requires the 
practicing of works and the minister- 
ing of sacraments by priests for per- 
sonal sanctification in order to keep 
the people in bondage and to retain 
its power over the nations. 
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@WALTER WINCHELL at it again with his 
rumor-mongering about prominent people 
joining the Catholic Church. "Clare Luce 
has converted some of her intimates," his 
latest rumor says. W. W. and his fellow- 
columnists have been wrong again, again, and 
again on this score, particularly with regard 
to Chiang Kai-Shek; James F. Byrnes, Dorothy 
Thompson, Hendrik van Loon, Sholem Asch, 
Grace Moore, and a raft of others. But 
rumors have their effect even if they are 
false. ... 


@THE CATHOLIC CHURCH lost again in its 
second try to get free bus transportation for 
its parochial school children at Kennett 
Square, Pa. The Chester County (Pa.) Court 
refused last February 17 to order the direc- 
tors of Kennett Square Consolidated School 
to show cause why bus service is not pro- 
vided for children of St. Patrick's Parochial 
School. Judge Ernest Harvey declared there 
is no provision in the Penna. School Code to 
authorize it. Last fall the Catholics de- 
manded that the school directors be ousted 
because they refused to allow Catholic school 
children to ride the busses (See our issue 
for December, 1946). 


#A NEW YORK JUDGE, Nathan D. 
Lapham, refused to annul the marriage 
of Mrs. Anna Labbate last February 17, 
who claimed that her husband did not 
fulfill his promise to go through with a 
Catholic ceremony following a_ civil 
ceremony, which took place on March 
26, 1946. In giving his decision, Judge 
Lapham stated, according to the N. Y. 
Times of February 18, that this was 
but another case “where the plaintiff 
is attempting to use the church whose 
rules and canons she ignored to release 
her from an unsatisfactory experiment 
in matrimony.” He further stated that 
“recommending a decree on such facts 
would, to all intents and purposes, be 
opening the door to trial or companion- 
ate marriage.” This does not please the 
Catholic Church, which does not recog- 
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nize civil marriage as valid for Cath. 
olics. 


*BISHOP G. BROMLEY OXNAM 
declared at a meeting of the Interna. 
tional Council of Religious Education 
at Grand Rapids, Mich., last February 
12, that, as a result of the Supreme 
Court’s decision on the parochial school 
bus question, the use of public funds to 
support parochial schools “would seri- 
ously weaken the public system which 
is the bulwark of democracy.” He fur. 
ther stated: “Public support for par- 
ochial schools would divide the com. 
munity into sectarian educational sys. 
tems and destroy the unity essential as 
democracy faces the totalitarian threat 
to freedom.” 


@FRANCO is to have bought a 
castle in Ireland in which he will take refuge 
if driven out of Spain. According to José 
Giral, former premier of the Spanish Govern- 
ment-in-exile, in an AP dispatch of last Feb- 
ruary 17, this is believed to be true by the 
people in Spain. 


PHILIP MURRAY, a devout Roman Catholic 
and President of the C.1.0., controls the fin- 
ances, through his Union machinery, of 5,000, 
000 people. 


@AS OBSERVED by welfare students of 
Mount Saint Mary's College, nearly one-third 
of the prisoners of overcrowded California 
Institution for Women at Tehachapi are 
Roman Catholics, reports the Los 
‘Tidings’ [Catholic] of last March 21. 


@AT THE REQUEST of General Douglas Mac- 
Arthur, the Associated Press reports, Rev. 
Edward J. Flanagan, of Father Flanagan Boys’ 
Town, left by Army plane April 8th for Tokyo 
to direct the rehabilitation of war-orphaned 
Japanese youth. 


-@JOSEF TISO, former head of the 


pro-Nazi puppet Slovak State, was 
found guilty of high treason against the 
Czechoslavak Republic and hanged in 
Bratislava last April 18th. The Vatican 
newspaper, Osservatore Romano, stated 
that all “Catholics were pained,” reports 
the N. Y. Times of April 20th, “by the 
lack of any consideration for his priest- 
ly character.” 
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@SEVERAL MONKS AND NUNS, 
among them Dominican Father Avril, 
ormerly a Lenten preacher at Notre 
Dame Cathedral, were arrested by Pari- 
sian authorities for harboring French 
collaborationists in their Religious 
Houses and aiding them to escape to 
Spain and Portugal with forged papers. 
Minister of the Interior, Edouard De- 
preux, revealed that in the library of 
one of these houses, a complete plan for 
the forging of false identity papers was 
found. 


@THE JESUIT operated weather observatory 
at Zikawei, which has engaged in illicit in- 
dependent operation since Pearl Harbor, has 
been ordered to close and transfer weather 
broadcasting activities to the Central Wea- 
ther Bureau of China. The government has 
recently issued a similar decree to two radio 
stations at Shanghai and Nanking owned by 
Roman Catholic Bishop Paul Yu-pin. 


@RUSSIA IS dividing Vatican held lands in 
Poland and distributing them, along with other 
estates, to Polish peasants, reports the Chic- 
ago "Daily News." 


*LOUIS C. MENDEZ, leader of the 
250 Roman Catholic priests in Venezu- 
ela who recently left the Church to form 
their own Venezulan Apostolic Church, 
was arrested and put into jail by order 
of the Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Caracas, and was reported on April 16th 
as being on a hunger strike in protest 
against his imprisonment. 


@CANADA'S POPULATION is now 12,300, 
000, of which 5,000,000 are Roman Catholics, 
most of whom live in the Province of Quebec. 


THE LATEST OUTRAGE of the Peron Re- 
gime in Argentine was the decree of last 
April 17th making the teaching of the Roman 
Catholic religion compulsory even for the 
children of Protestant parents. 


@FIFTEEN ESCAPED CRIMINALS of Pave- 
liteh's Ustashi regime were seized by British 
and Italian police in a Roman Catholic col- 
lege in Rome, according to the N. Y. ‘Post’ 
of last March 23. 
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Journal 
WEAVERVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA 


* 
CHRISTIAN 


GREETING CARDS 


for re-sale or personal use, Christmas cards. Also cards for 
all occasions, Birthday, Congratulations, Good Cheer, Get 
Well, and Sympathy folders. True Christian sentiments. 
Each exquisite card has some distinctive touch which gives 
it instant appeal. There should be a BIG demand in your 
community for these cards. Rock bottom prices insure our 
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@A WAR-HOSPITAL, was sold to the 
sisters of St. Dominic for $325,500 last 
May 3rd, according to the N. Y. Times 
of that date from Washington, but it 
cost them nothing since they received 
it at a 100% discount. 


@IN ROME, on April 27, a Requiem 
Mass was offered in the Church of St. 
Mary Aquino for Mussolini on the 
second annniversary of his death and 
was attended by a group of Fascist stu- 
dents who sang fascist war songs. Ac- 
cording to the N. Y. Times’ correspon- 
dent in Rome, this same group of Fascist 
students also demonstrated and sang 
fascist songs before the Church of St. 
Mary’s of the People. 


7 v 7 


METHODIST BISHOPS SPEAK OUT 


“THE Council of Bishops of the 

Methodist Church, the largest 
Protestant group in the country, at its 
May meeting accused the Roman 
Catholic Church of political activities 
in this country and abroad, which the 
council said amounted to bigotry and 
denial of religious liberty. 


The following as declared by the 
Council was reported in the N. Y. 
Times of May 8th: 


“We are aware of the denials of religious 
liberty in many countries where Govern- 
ment, at the insistence of the Roman Cath- 
olic hierarchy, has passed legislation seri- 
ously limiting the freedom of other religi- 
ous bodies. 
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“We refer particularly to the Argentine 
where law now requires the teaching of the 
Roman Catholic religion even in the schools 
of Protestant churches. 







“The situation in Italy and Spain denia 
to Protestants religious freedom which Pro 401 
testants in the United States desire the ste 
Roman Catholics to enjoy. 






at the very moment that protestations of 
belief in democracy are made by the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy in the United 
States and demands for the public support 
of parochial education are advocated as a 
contribution to the morality essential to 
freedom. 











Me 
“The recent decision of the Supreme Court, | T 
affirming the constitutionality of state] qj 
legislation providing public funds for the | & 





transportation of children to parochial 
schools is, in our estimation, a departure 







from the American principles of the separa- I 
tion of church arid state and carries with } “ 
it a serious threat to our public educational ) 
system which is the bulwark of democracy. | 





“We call for the end of the anomalous sit- 
uation in which the President of the United 
States maintains a personal representative 
to the Pope without the consent of the 
representatives of the people and in viola- 
tion of what an overwhelming majority of 
the American people believe to be an 
American principle. 











“We wish the fullest of cooperation and 
offer it gladly as Christian brothers. But 
we can no longer tolerate bigotry and dis 
crimination in Roman Catholic controlled 
lands, particularly in view of the Roman 
Catholic ability to act as one and to stand 
for religious liberty and brotherly coopera- 
tion if it so desires.” 
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IS THE POPE THE VICAR OF CHRIST? 


By HENRY F. BROWN 


a) = DEFINITION of vicar (Cath- 

olic Encyclopedia, vol. XV, p. 
401) is “Lat. vicarius, from vice, in- 
stead of.” “Vicar of Christ . . . the title 
is expressive of his supreme leadership 
of the church on earth.” (Id., p. 403). 
“Vicar—a substitute or deputy, e.g., 
the pope is the vicar of Christ on 
earth.” (Catholic Dictionary, Paulist 
Press, New York.) 


It must be conceded that the popes 
of the past ages have been consistent 
with this doctrine; they have claimed 
to be and acted as though they were 
“a substitute” or “instead of” Christ. 
They have ignored completely the 
direct instruction of Jesus: “You 
know that the princes of the Gentiles 
ord it over them; and they that are 
the greater exercise power upon them. 
[It shall not be so among you: but 
whosoever will be the greater among 
you, let him be your minister: And he 
that will be first among you, shall be 
your servant.” — Matt. 20: 25-27 
(Douay version) . 

The history of the papacy is the 
history of tyranny as dictatorial as 
that of Hitler or any other absolutist 
tyrant of ancient or modern times. 
From this teaching has sprung the con- 
ception of the Church above the State 
which forced Henry IV- to Canossa. 
The horrors of the inquisition under 
the “Holy office” were perpetrated un- 
der these men who believed they were 
“instead of” and “substitutes for” 
Christ. Vacandard, a: Catholic his- 
y torian (in The Inquisition—a Critical 
and Historical Study of -the Coercive 
Power of the Church, [Longman’s 
Green & Co., N. Y., 1907], Nihil 
Obstat and Imprimitur) says: 


“The Lateran Council in 1215 ... de- 
clared all heretics excommunicated, and 
delivered them over to the State to receive 
due punishment . . . The Council . . 
ordered the despoiling of all rulers whe 
neglected to enforce the ecclesiastical law 
in their domains.” Id., p. 45. 


“Gregory IX . . . was the first to inau- 
gurate that particular method of perse- 
cution, the permanent tribunal of the 
Inquisition.” Id., p. 81. 


“Gregory IX . . . did his utmost to en- 
force everywhere the death penalty for 
heresy.” Id., p. 94. 


Angels are too modest to admit of 
worship from human beings: “And I 
fell down before his feet, to adore him. 
And he saith to me: See thou do it 
not; I am thy fellow servant, and of thy 
brethren, who have the testimony of 
Jesus. Adore God.” — Rev. 19:10 
(Douay version). Peter refused this 
too: “And it came to pass, that when 
Peter was come in, Cornelius came to 
meet him, and falling at his feet 
adored. But Peter lifted him up, say- 
ing: Arise, I myself also am a man.” 
—Acts 10: 25, 26 (Douay version). 
But the popes today have lost all that 
modesty. “The kissing of the pope’s 
foot—the characteristic act of rever- 
ence by which all the faithful do 
honor to him as the vicar of Christ— 
is found as early as the eighth cen- 
tury.” (Catholic Encyclopedia, vol. 
XII, p. 270.) “Even at an earlier date 
Emperor Justinian prostrated himself 
before Pope John I.” (Id.) 

But while these demonstrations of 
human vanities are ludicrous to a per- 
son steeped in New Testament demo- 
cracy, yet the greatest insult to God 
is that of endeavoring to take God’s 
place in the world. The pope “Who 
opposeth, and is lifted up above all 





that is called God, or that is worship- 
ped, so that he sitteth in the temple of 
me shewing himself as if he were 

ad” (2 Thess. 2:4, Douay version) , is 
~~ very rival of God. When Jesus left 
this world, He named as His Vicar the 
Third Person in the Godhead — the 
Holy Spirit. “I will ask the Father 
and He will give you another Advocate 
to dwell with you forever, the Spirit 
of truth whom the world cannot re- 
ceive, because it neither sees Him nor 
knows Him.”—John 14:16 (St. An- 
theny Guild Press version). “But I 
speak the truth to you; it is expedient 
for you that I depart. For if I do not 
go, the Advocate will not come to you; 
but if I go, I will send Him to you.” 
—John 16: 7,8. “And because you are 
sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son 
into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father.” 
—Gal. 4: 6. 

This is the true Vicar of Christ. He 
was to have charge of the churches 
while Jesus was in heaven with the Fa- 
ther. If Peter were to be the head of the 
Church, and be the Vicar of the Son 


of God, this was the logical place to 


introduce him to the disciples as 
Vicar. 

But it was the Holy Spirit who 
_ guided the Church in subsequent 
years. Notice the instances of guid- 
ance: “the Holy Spirit prompted them 
to speak.”—Acts 2:4 (St. Anthony 
Guild Press). “Revealed through the 
Spirit.” — Acts 11:28. “The Holy 
Spirit said, Set apart for me Saul and 
Barnabas unto the work to which I 
have called them.”—Acts 13:2. “For 
the Holy Spirit and we have decided 
to lay no further burden upon you 
but this indispensable one.”—Acts 15: 
28. “They were forbidden by the 
Holy Spirit.”—Acts 16: 6. “The Spirit 
of Jesus did not permit them.”—Acts 
16:7. “In every city the Holy Spirit 


to Jerusalem.”—Acts 21:4. “ 
says the Holy Spirit. ”—Acts 21: nif 


mony.”—Rom. 8: 16. 


Rom. 8: 27. 
of the Spirit is given to everyone.”— 


1 Cor. 12: 8-11. “Walk in the Spirit} cow! 
. Live by the} “W 


. Led by the Spirit . 
Spirit.” —Gal. 5: 16,18, 25. 

The appeal was even to the Holy 
Spirit, not to Peter, for counsel and 
guidance. Even Peter was directed by 
the Spirit. (See Acts 10: 19; 11: 12.) 

The Holy Spirit’s voice guided the 
Church: “He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.” (See Rev. 2: 7, 11, 17, 29; 
3: 6, 13, 22.) 

Never once does the New Testa- 
ment even imply that Peter guided 
the Church as its head. James is the 
only director known in the book of 
Acts, and the apostle Peter was or- 
dered to Samaria by the apostles. (See 
Acts 8:14.) Peter reports to James. 
(Acts 12:17.) James gives the de 
cision of the apostles. (Acts 15: 19.) 
Paul goes to report to James and not 
to Peter. (Acts 21:18.) Paul goes to 
see James. (Gal. 1:19.) James was 
named first in the triumvirate. (Gal. 
2:9.) Certain persons came from 
James, not Peter, before whom Peter 
quailed. (Gal. 2:12.) Jesus shows 
Himself to James not to Peter. (1 
Cor. 15: 7.) 

It was the fear of letting God oper- 
ate His own Church by His Holy 
Spirit that impelled the half-convert- 
ed philosophers, semi-gnostics, semi- 
Christians of the second century to 
establish the priesthood and the epis- 





“The Spin plac 
also helps our weakness.”—Rom. 8;}Chr 
26. “And He who searches the om lead 


O47 June, 1947 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 197 


heyjcopacy—copied in part from the How can the pope be the vicar of 


Christ when Jesus Himself has not re- 


) gojpagan priesthood about them, and in 


believe that the Spirit of God could be 
trusted to lead out. They feared 
schisms under His guidance. They 


irit }could trust a man, as much as to say, 


“We can’t trust you, God, or Your 
Spirit—we need a man!” This was 
the greatest insult to God. He was 
dethroned and in his stead a man was 


linquished His headship of the church? 
“And He hath subjected all things 
under His feet, and hath made Him 
head over all the church.”—Eph. 1: 
22. “But doing the truth in charity, 
we may in all things grow up in Him 
who is the head, even Christ.”—Eph. 
4:15. The pope cannot exercise 
primacy over the Church since Jesus 
holds the primacy. “And He is the 
head of the body, the church, Who is 
the beginning, the Firstborn from the 
dead; that in all things He may hold 
the primacy.”—Col. 1: 18. 


enthroned and clothed with divine at- 
tributes—deity, infallibility, omnipo- ae oe 
tence, etc. 


LS) 


“The Secret of Catholic Power’ 
A New Dynamic Pamphlet by L. H. LEHMANN 
PRICE, 15c. PER COPY 


In this latest pamphlet, Dr. Lehmann, outstanding authority on the Roman 
Catholic question, penetrates to the very core and center of all Catholic work- 
ing. In his well-known documented, factual style, he shines the spotlight on 
the secret of Catholic power in America that is fast transforming our Ameri- 
can Protestant democracy into a Catholic Hierocracy. 
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THIS PAMPHLET 
SHOULD BE Whois 9 
' L. H. LEHMANN « 


“One who is perhaps the rank- 
Le authority on what is afoot in 
omanism ... even more satis- 
factory in his writings than 
our own lamented Dr. 

Juan Ortiz.” 


—Southern Presbyterian 
Journal 


in the hands of every Amer- 


ican—Protestants, Catholics 
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— 
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120 Liberty Street New York 6, N. Y. 
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CATHOLIC TEACHING ON 
CHURCH AND STATE 
UNCONSTITUTIONAL 


O THE IMPORTANT QUES- 
TION: ‘‘Does Roman Catholicism 
support the First Amendment to the 
U. 8. Constitution???’ Time magazine 
for July 29, 1946, answers as follows: 
““In U. 8. practice, yes; in principle, 
no.”’ This First Amendment says: 
“*Congress shall make no law respect- 
ing an establishment of religion, or pro- 
hibiting the free exercise thereof.’’ 
Time magazine bases its answer on a 
direct quotation from a pamphlet, pub- 
lished by the Paulist Press in New 
York and officially endorsed by the im- 
primatur of Cardinal Spellman, en- 
titled, Freedom of Worship. Following 
are the questions as asked by Protes- 
tant magazine Christian Herald, and 
the answers as quoted directly from the 
Paulist pamphlet: 


Q. ‘‘What is the position of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church toward other 
creeds?” 

A. “The very existence of any other 
church is opposed to the command of 
Christ that all men should join His one 
Church .. .” 


Q. ‘‘Does each American have the 
right to choose his religion?’’ 

A. “The mere fact that a person sin- 

cerely believes a certain religion to be 

true, gives him no genuine right to ac- 


cept that religion in opposition to God’s 
command...” 


Q. ‘‘Does the Roman Catholic Church 
ever tolerate other religions?’’ 


A. “Pope Leo XIII explained this point 
tersely when ... he wrote: ‘The Church 
indeed deems it unlawful to place the 
various forms of divine worship on the 
same footing ... but does not on that 
account condemn those rulers who, for 
the sake of securing some great good 
or of hindering some great ,evil, pa- 
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tiently allow custom or usage to be§| 
kind of sanction for each form of mm 
ligion having its place in the state.’ ” 

Q. ‘‘What is the attitude of the Ca 

olic Church in non-Catholic co 
tries??? 

A. “In a country like the United S 
where the religious affiliations of t# 
citizens are so numerous and so 
verse . . . complete equality for all 
ligions is undoubtedly the most ce 
mendable policy .. .”’ 


It is impossible for the Roman Caf 
olic church to put this unconstitutioz 
teaching into oractice at the presen 
time in the U_ ted States. But its ai 
is to do so as 90n as expediently pa 
sible. In the meantime, its teachi 
against the First Amendment to f 
Constitution is compulsory in all Cat 
olie schools and universities. Followi 
is a sample of what is taught at (Jest 
it) Fordham University in New Yo: 

Social Ethics, official text-bodl 
published by and for Fordham Us 

versity, has Thesis LX XXIII (p. 92 

stated and proven as follows: ‘‘Com 

plete separation of Church and Sta 
is to be condemned.’’ Thesis LXX¥ 

IV (p. 93) lays it down that: “I# 

mized affairs (between the Romai 

Church and the State) the final de 

cision belongs to the (R.C.) Church.” 

Again, Thesis LX XXV denies to the 

State the right to care for the edu 

cation of children, as a State mom 

opoly. But this same Thesis te 

the right claimed by the Romai 

Church ‘‘to command attendance 

the child, for a definite term in ele 

mentary parochial schools, if it deems. 
this necessary for the religious edie 
cation of the child.’’ Finally this; 

Thesis teaches the right claimed by 

the Roman Catholic Church ‘‘to com 

demn, as she has condemned, neutral 

State Schools from which religion t 

barred.’’ 
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FRENCH PASTEUR W. H. Guiton 
from Paris, France: 


THE EDITOR'S | 


MAILBAG 


WE WISH to remind our readers 
that the next issue of “The Convert- 
ed Catholic Magazine” (for Septem- 
ber) will be mailed about the middle 
of August. We need the summer 
months for necessary research and 
reorganization of the mechanics of 
distribution. 


GRACE MOORE 

“| HAVE PROOF that the family of Grace 
Moore, and the singer herself, definitely 
assured the pastor of the Baptist church 
from which she was buried that she never 
had considered changing from her Protestant 
faith to that of the Roman Catholic Church. 
This can be verified from the records of the 
First Baptist Church, Oak Street and Georgia 
Avenue, Chattanooga, Tenn. 

“I think it time that some reputable journal- 
ists gave publicity to this fact in order to 
spike the unfair proselyting methods of the 
Catholic Church." 

—JACKSON WILLINGTON, 
Birmingham, Ala. 
v v v 


FROM MENTON, France, M. G. 
writes: 

“I WAS very pleased to receive your 
magazine during the past year, and it 
has been a very great help to our 
French Protestant people, since it fur- 
nishes us with first-hand information 
on the activities of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church in America. I am pleased 
to send you in exchange, our Protes- 
tant weekly: Le Christianisme au 
Xeme Siecle. 

“May I say that it was not in his 
monk’s cell that Luther threw an ink- 
well at the devil, but in his room at 
the Wartburg after the on of 
Worms.” 


“A friend sends me your so interest 
magazine and I am greatly rejoicing 
your work. We too are fighting in F 
against Romanism which is always 
everywhere the same. We are greatly 
turbed over the policy of cooperation 
Rome which some French leaders of 
ecumenical movement are starting, to 
astonishment and grief of all true Pre 
tants.” 


Pasteur Guiton is alarmed at this yield 
of some Protestants in France to the 
ducements of the Roman hierarchy to join 
common front with the Roman Chu 
against Communism. From one of 
pamphlets entitled “Jl y a encore des F 


testants en France,” we quote the following; 


“There are still Protestants in France 

remember the glorious Reformation, 
ee witnesses for Christ and its o 

in Heusen whe will neum be G08 b 

the despotic, totalitarian pretensions ¢ 
Church that is always ready to pf 
those who resist them. There are 

Protestants in France who will resist ¢ 
who collaborate, in religious matters, 

Roman Catholic prelates and thus b 
the plans of Rome. By responding to 
advances of the archbishops, the bish 
the Jesuit and Dominican Fathers, 
taking part with them in joint 

joint studies and joint publications, 
new ecumenists prove that they have 

gotten their duty to the Evangelical Fi 
which can never ally itself with pa 
doctrines.” 


? 7 7 


“He hath made us able mini 
of the New Testament: not of the let 
but of the spirit: for the letter ki 


but the spirit giveth life”—2 Cor. 3: 


COPY OF THE CONVERTED CATHO- 
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The Work of Christ’s Mission 


at 3:30 in the afternoon, in the Auditorium at 229 West 48th Street, 
half a block west of Broadway, New York City 


(Sunday meetings are under the direction of Rev. A. Caliandro) 


HRIST’S MISSION was 
; founded in New York City in 
| 1879 by Rev. James A. O'Connor, 
© a former Roman Catholic priest. 
' Having come to the knowledge 
of true Christian teaching, he de- 
» termined to make it known to his 
» former Catholic brethren. A 
' special feature of his Mission has 
> been to help other priests to fol- 
» low his example and to enable 
» them to find positions in life after 
| resigning from the Roman priest- 
» hood. In the more than sixty 
» years of its existence, Christ's 
| Mission has aided a large number 
§ of former Catholic priests in this 
P way. 
s Its articles of incorporation 
S state that Christ’s Mission was 


fore maintains its platform in the 
heart of New York City as an 
open forum for the discussion .of 
the vital differences between the 
religious and cultural values of 
Reformation teaching and those of 
Roman Catholicism. 

It also seeks to enlighten non- 
Catholics as to Vatican-inspired 


- activities against civil and religi- 


ous liberty. In treating of this 
subject, however, it carefully dis- 
tinguishes between (1) the Roman 
Curia, (2) the hierarchy, and (3) 
the Catholic laity. It does not 
assail individuals, but speaks 
plainly about the aims and work- 
ings of the politico-religious sys- 
tem of Roman Ecclesiasticism, of 
which they all form a part. Nor 


does it connect any considerable 
percentage of the laity with the 
political schemes of either the 
Vatican or the hierarchy. 


» founded for the purpose of mu- 
' tual improvement of religious 
» knowledge and for the further- 
F ance of religious opinion. It there- 


CHRIST'S MISSION — Form of Bequest 
— I give and bequeath to Christ’s Mission, incorporated in the State of 
to be applied to the uses and 
: purposes of said Mission. 


. YOUR COOPERATION IS SOLICITED AND YOUR CORRESPONDENCE 
:: INVITED ' 


E When in New York City, come to our meetings. We cordially welcome you. 
ae 


| CHRIST'S MISSION . . 229 West 48th St., New York 19, N. ¥. 





VITAL INFORMATION on the ROMAN CATHOLIC QUESTI 


PAMPHLETS 
FATHER O’CONNOR, Founder wih 
of Christ’s Mission 
MIXED MARRIAGES ... 


HOW THE POPES TREATED 
THE JEWS Be oe is 


- CLERICAL FASCISM IN_ 
ARGENTINA. ............ ohne 


CLERICAL FASCISM IN ITALY 15¢ 


CLERICAL FASCISM IN AUS- 
PI sa esacgaecois ie 


mee FASCISM ‘IN ‘MEXI- 


HOW THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
HELPED HITLER TO POWER... 15c 


JAPANESE-VATICAN ENTENTE 15e 


. THE CLERICAL-FASCIST BB- 
TRAYAL OF FRANCE qn Se 


THE CATHOLIC CHURCH ‘IN 
HITLER’S MEIN KAM 


. RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND 
CRIME. ....... 


- HOW THE ‘PAPACY ‘CAMB TO 
POWER ae 


VATICAN POWER POLITICS IN 
IRBLAND ie 


HOW MANY CATHOLICS | 

REALLY ARE THERE? . acho ONE 
THE ROAD FROM ROME . nee 
. FROM MONASTERY TO CHRIST 10c 


THE CONVERSION OF ROMAN 
CATHOLICS... —wh GC 


BISHOP STROSSMAYER’S 
SPEECH IN THE VATICAN 
COUNCIL See 10c 


CATHOLIC BISHOP'S OATH TO 
THE POPE . 5c 


THE INS AND OUTS OF ‘THE 
JESUITS .. Sc 


THE POPE THAT NEVER WAS 
BO RII nenckins eiliincalisiale ON 


LISTEN TO LUTHER .. somsoes: 


WHAT CAN BE DONE FOR THE 
POOR SOULS IN PURGATORY? 5c 


CATHOLICS AND HERETICS —.. 5c 
— Kindly order by number — 


BOOKLETS 


A. THE GIFT OF SALVATION, by © 
Father Charles Chiniquy ............ al 


B. METHODS OF WITNESSING TO. 
ROMAN CATHOLICS, by JAMES A. 
CARDER — New, enlarged edition, 2 


C. IS ROMANISM IN THE BIBLE? by 
Stephen L. Testa. One hundred ques- 
tions Roman Catholics cannot answer 


D. WAS PETER POPE? by James D. 
Bales — This masterful work shatters © 
once for all the false claim upon which 
the whole structure of the a rests. 
45 pages; paper covers . : 

(4 copies for 61. 00) 


B. CAN CATHOLICISM WIN AMER. | 
ICA?—reprint of eight recent articles in © 

“The Christian Century” by Harold Fey 2 
(5 copies for $1.00) 4 


. VATICAN POLICY IN THB SEC.) 
OND WORLD WAR, by L. H. Leh- 
mann—New Booklet, 48 pp. .......... 

(5 copies for $1.00) 


. WHICH RELIGION—ROMANISM, § 
PROTESTANTISM OR CHRIST? by) 
Rev. George Wells Arms; a concise? 
analysis of the contrast between Roman 
Catholic teaching and New Testament} 
Christianity. Booklet, 42 pages 


. THE PRESENT ANTICHRIST, by 
Fred Peters. Whether or not an Anti- 
Christ is to come at the end of the} 
world, the author holds and pro 
the Papacy is the Anti-Christ aware 

with us as the counterfeit of God... 


K. CATHOLICISM & COERCIO} 
by James D. Bales, 28 pages... 


. THE PROTESTANT FAITH, by Revs} 
George A. Crapullo, 40 pp. —........ 


. THE PROBLEM OF aidan. 
by Fred Peters ............. 
. FATHER CHINIQUY, His life “andl 


Times ..... 


— Kindly order by letter — 


Order form 
AGORA PUBLISHING CO., Dept. 816 CL 


120 Liberty Street 


New York 6. N. 1 








